Ih | | 11 


| Pernicious Conſequences 


OP THE 


| a ERGY”s 


Intermedling with 


e rs of State. 


WITH 


"REASONS 


| Humbly offer'd for paſſing a BILL 
to incapacitate them from the 
like Practice tor the futurc. 


LONDON 


P T inted for J. Baker, at the Black Boy in Pater- Noſter. Rom. 
And Re- Erinted! in Dablin, and Sold by the Booklellers. 


— — 
1 * * Py 
2 * Som by k ; 
” © a ky 


—— — ag 12 


— — 


} 


| andpernicious Conſequences are too apparent. 


ES 


reach of Judgment, or Penetration beyond the uſual and 
3 ordinary Capacity of Mankind, either to diſcover the 
4 Milcnicf, or perſcribe a Cure. 
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5 THE 


Pernicious Conſequences 
QF THE 


E R G T's 
ntermedling with 


Affairs of State, c. 


what Spring the troubled Streams of Animo- 
ſities and popular Diviſions firſt ariſe : And 
the Cauſe is not latent, ſo the dreadful Effects 


- T Hoſoever looks abroad into the World, with 
; an impartial Eye, may eaſily diſcern from 
In ſuch a Caſe as this, there is no Occaſion of an exalted 


Whilft the Clergy kept themfelves within their juſt 
Bounds, and were not bloated with Amb tion beyond their 
own Dimentions ; before Avarice had corrupted thai 
Simplicity, and. Prieftcraft was put upon the Rack to m 
teiu their Uſurpations ; till the Preaching of thę 
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was ſupereed by Politicks, and the Cure of Souls was forced 
to give place to Intrigues of State, before the Mitre en- 
croach d upon the Crown, and the Order of Things be- 
came Inverted, we find few Inſtances of Diſſention a. 
mongſt the People, or thoſe violent Commotions that have 
ſince hurry d the Chriſtian World into thoſe unnatural 
Convulſions that ſhock the very Foundations of Govern- 
ment, and make the Baſis thereof to tremble. 


But no ſooner did theſe Men, who profeſs their Conver- 
ſation in Heaven be gin to mind earthly Things; no ſooner 
did theſe Men, who ought to be crucify'd unto the World, 
begin to mortifie towards Heaven, and to have a Reliſh of, 
and court theſe tranſient and momentary, theſe vain and 
2 worthleſs Triffles (as they themſelves preach) no ſooner 
I were they enamour'd with thoſe mortal Beauties, the Luſt 

of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, (which 
Jaſt is too much the Enamourata of the Tribe of Levi) i 
but the Purity of the Goſpel began to be corrupted, the | 
Spirituality of Religion to vanith, and Hypocriſy, Senſua- 
lity and Diffimulation to act their Part in the World 3 ſo 
that at laſt God}ineſs was nothing but an empty Name, 
Sincerity an utter Stranger, and Intereſt became the great 
ch to which all Men ad inſtar Cleri, paid their Devo» | 
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Should we look into ancient Times, and ranſack the 
muſty: Rowls of Antiquity, we might fill a Volume of the 
largeſt Bulk. Neither the Pagan World nor the Fewiſp 
Nation want Examples of the deſtruftive Conſequences Þ} V 
this Practice has produc'd , cur own Hiſtories abound ,} * 
with them; and latter Years have given us convine ing 
Evidences of this melancholy Truth. But what is moſt 

ſurprillug, notwitkſtanding our Diſeaſe is known, no Re- 
medy has been apply'd ; the Infection is grown Epide- |: 
mical, and till the Clergy's Mouths are ſtopd as to this |! 
Particular, we cannot hope a Cure. It's like a Gangrene 
= in the Body natural, not to be cur'd but by Amputation, 
: 1 "1g as the Poet ſays, 9 5 


. — immedicabile uulnus, 
Muſe reſcidendum eſt, ue pars finceta tr ghatur. 
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Immemorial Cuſtom in this, as in many other Caſes, 
ſeems to plead Preſer iption, and nothing but the laſt Re. 
ſort to Parliamentary Authority is ſufficient to ſtop the 
Progreſs of this growing Evil, the Conſequences of which 
every Day appear more fatal and innumerable  Whate 
Miſchief has it not compaſs'd ? To what Streights has it 
not reduc'd us? Or who can reckon up the pernicious 
Concomitants thereof? Tis to this in a great Meaſu e, 


| that we owe the Incroachmants of ſome preceding Kings, 
and to this we are beholden for ſeveral bloody Inſutrecti- 


ons; to this we are indebted for thoſe Violences and Out- 
r:ge wherewith we are inflamed, and by which we are 
divided into Factions and Party. To this we muſt aſſign 
the Revival of paſt Miſcarziages, and widening of our 
Breahes. Tis this that tears off the Plaſter from our 


Wounds, and makes them bleed afreſt ; till this Practice 
+ therefore, this Stone of Stumbling be remov*d out of the 
Way, little Hopes remain of cementing the People in 


Uaity and Concord- 


But as Generals look with an invidious Face, and Par? 


* ticulars carry the plaineſt Demonſtration ; That I may 
remove all Ground of Cavil, I ſhall in the firft Place enu - 


| merate ſome of the pernicious Conſequences, and then 


proceed to lay down Reaſons to reſtrain the Practice for 
the future, by a penal Statute. 


To begin therefore, with the Conſequences which ine 


vitably attend the Practice of the Clergy's intermedling 


with Affairs of State: The firſt chat I ſhall name, is this, 


I. That by applying themſelyes to ſecular, eſpecially State Af. 
1 the Clergy become groſiy negligent of the miniſterial 
unct jon. 


Our Saviour tells us, No Man can ſerve two Maſters ; for 


either he will hate the one, and love the other, or elſe he will 
bold to the one, and deſpiſe the other. Te cannot ſerve God and 
Mammon. Common Experience would prove this Truth 
| paſt Contradiction, tho' the Scriptures had been altoge- 
ther ſilent; The Things themſelves are incompatib e; 
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and the Affairs of both too arduous, to be managed by the 
ſame Perſons ; If the State be apply'd to with that Dili- 
gence that is requiſite and abſolutely neceſſary, where 
ſhall there be Time found for due Application ro the mini. 
ſterial Office ?How many of them ſcarce ever enter into the 
Pu pit, unleſs when thew Sermons are a Summons to their 
Pay? Or if they preach and pray every Lord's Day, is 
that ſufficieac ? Is there nothing more to be done, or is 
there no mare Care to be taken of the Flock ? Lord! 
What an Account will theſe Men give of their Ste ward. 
ſhip another Day? Can this be call'd a giving themſelves 
Wholly to Prayer and the Miniſtry of the Word? Or, how 
does this accord with the Apoſtle Paul's Charge to Timothy, 
io be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon? Can any Time be 
too much to be beſtow'd, or any Pains too great to be 
laid ouc for the Good of Souls? Or did cur Saviour thus 
remiſly mind his Father's Buſineſs ? Has God given them 
any Indulgence. or will he accept of an Equivalent? But 
here it is preſently Objected, Who will not make the beſt 


they can for themſelves ? And tho' thro' the Multitude of 


Buſineſs, they cannot Officiate, yet they provide others, 
and that's as well. I Anſwer, ?Tis not. God has pro- 
nounc'd a Curſe againſt thoſe that do the Work of the 
Lord neg)igently. Certainly the Apoſtle had other Senti- 
ments of the Matter, when he tells us, Tho 7 preach the Go. 
Jpel, I hawe nothing to glory of ; for Neceſſity is laid upon me; 
yea, woe unto we, if I preach not the Goſpel» Every one 

| whom God has call'd to Labour in his Vineyard, is co 
fo low that Work which his Lord and Maſter hath in his 
Providence ſet him about, and not come in with an Equiz 7 


valent, or provide another to do it for him. Tis plain 


Scriprure, every Man is therein to abide with God, 
wherein he 1s called: And as the Clergy think it an Eu- 
croachment upon their Function, when Lay-men take 
upon them to be Teachers, fo vice verſa, Lay-men by the 
fame Rule lock upon it as zn Intrenchment upon them, if 
the Clergy meddle with Affairs of State. And as fr 
thoſe Miniſters, who thus perform their Werk by Proxy, 
as they pray, preich, viſit the Sick, and all by another, 
ſo tis to be fear d, they will Et laſt go to Heaven by Proxy || 
too. Beſides, if they put in a worſe Man, or one leſs ca- 
pable than t hemſelves, the Blood of every Sinner, ww 
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| one and illegal Practices, till at laſt li hath been their Ruin 


G7). 


Soul is left by this Default, is chargeable to their Ac- 


ſive. But ſuppoſe the Perſon imploy d by theſe negligent 
Miniſters be of equal, 'or perhaps ſuperior Qualities to 
themſelves, what are they then but Felonious Robers of 
their Bretbren ? iS 


- Certainly theſe Men, who can thus neglect their 
Charge, and make ſo ſmall Account of Souls, are little 


i ſenſible what a Value Chriſt ſet upon them, when he 
laid down his Life for them, or of the Duty that is in- 
cumbent on them, or of that ſevere Account they muſt 


one Day give of thoſe that are committed to their Charge. 


Such Miniſters correſpond to thoſe deſcrib'd by the Pro- 


phet Iſaiah; His Watchmen are blind, they are ignor ant, they 


are all dumb Dogs, they cannot bark; ſleeping, hing down, lo- 
* wing to ſlumber, yea, they ure greedy Dogs, Which can never 
. have enough, and they are Shepherds that cannot underſtand & 
1 They all look to their own Way; every one to his Gain from hit 
Quarter. Come ye, ſay they, 1 will fetch Nine, and we will 
fill our ſelves with ſtrong Drin K, and to Morrow ſhall be as this 
Day, and much more abund nt. 


' The Secord Conſequence is this, That Animoſtics and Di- 


| viſions are hereby caus d and fomented amongft the People. 


Let but one of theſe Sons of Levi put the Trumpet to 
his Mouth, and ſound an Alarm of War, and preſently 


the Audience is on a Flame. To what an Height of Ma- 

# lice will the enrag'd Vulgar riſe, and Magiſtracy ſhall 
# ſcarce be able to keep them within the Limits of Obedi- 
dience. Shall we go far for an Inſtances when we have 
one ſtill before our Eyes: But I ſhall not proceed to In- 


ſtances, neither in this nor the following Head, becauſe I 


{ ſhall have occaſion to inſtance in ſeveral particulars, un- 
dier the Arguments that I ſhall lay down in the following 
| Pages, for a Bill to ſtop the further Progreſs of this 


Evil. Therefore in the next place, I lay down this as 
} another Conſequence, | 


That Kings kave by this Mean been ſooth'd in their Uſurpati- 


What 


Wwe an Encouragement muſt it be to an ambitious 


(8) 


Prince, when he is told that he is accountable to none but 
God, that the Scripture gives him 'a Divine Right, and 
that according to the Law of God, he is not anſwerable 
to, or bound by any Laws of Man. Hiſtory affords us 
many Inſtar ces of the Truth of this Poſition, and à late 
Caſe, within our ewn Knowledge, makes it undeniable, 
I ſhall therefore proceed to another pernicious Conſes 
quence, &. SN e EY 
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Hereby the Aude ige and Ambition of the Clergy is encreas d, 


and render*d more conſpicuous and intolerable. 


v Tis certain the Clergy are Men ag well as others, asli. 
able to Temptations, and as often fall by em. Grace is 
no more inherear to their Function than to another, and 


the Miniſtry is entred on (the more's the Shame) as 42 
Trade or Calling, and made uſe of as other Imployments, 
for a Maintenance; and generally theſe Men having 
 fmall, or perhaps no Fortunes, bred Gentlemen and unfit | 
for Labour, if Grace be wanting, lay hold on every op- 
portunity to enrich and advance themſelves, fo that theſe * 


two Vices ſeem to be their appropriated Sins, if not their | 


_ Inſeparable Attributes. 


5 Now, tho other Conſequences might be reckon'd up, 


and perhaps not Jeſs pernicious, yet becauſe in the Rea- 
ſons for paſſing a Bill to prevent this Practice, many 
Things of this Natnre will be coincident. I ſhall neither 


enlarge on, nor mention them, but proceed to the Argue | 
mentative Part of this Treatiſe : And here I ſhall range 


what I ſhall offer under theſe two General Heads: 
Firſt, That it is inconfiſtent with the Nature of their Office. 
| Secondly, 1t 5s neither convenient nor profitable, but often 
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pernicious and hurtful to the State. 3 


g To begin therefore with thoſe Reaſons and Arguments A 
which are drawn from the Nature of their Office, The 


Firſt that I ſhall lay down is this, 


2 


„ fend Pan folk. baba 
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many 


iel Ommi ſiem given them by Chriſt, = 


preme Judgment at the laſt Day. 


py > a 


1. That intermedling with Aﬀairs of State is no Part of 


a 


The Commiſſion given by Chriſt to his twelve Diſciples, 
when he ſent them forth, is largely deſcribea by the Evan- 
geliſt Matthew, wherein he gives em full Inſtructions: 
what they were to do, and how fo behave themſelves in 
the Execution of their Miniſterial FunQion : The Sub- 
ſtance of which is this, they were to preach, ſaying, The 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand; and as they were endow'd 
with the Gifts of Healing and working Miracles; which 
are long ſince ceas d in the Church, thay were te heal the 
Sick, cleanſe the Lepers, raiſe the Dead, caft out Devils; and 


to prevent any Calumny that might be thrown on them as 


avaricious Perſons, he enjoins 'em not to take any thing 
more than bare Neceſſiries for thoſe whom they thus ad- 


N vantag'd, Freely-ye have receiv d, freely give: And upon 
Contempt and Rejection by any, they were not te return 
Evil for Evil, but only to ſhake off the Duſt of their Feet as 


a Witneſs againſt em, referring their Cauſe to God's ſus 


* 
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Agreeable to this Commiſſion is that given to the 7 


7 Diſciples in the Tenth Chapter of the Evangeliſt Luke: fo - 


either 


range 


14 
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. Commiſſion given by 2 3 extended no farther than ro 


that it is apparant, there is nothing of this included in 


Chriſt's general Commiſſion to the Preachers of the Goſpel, 


I 


But now having look'd into this, let us Examine into 


Areu ſuch as he gave to particular Perſons, and ſee if we can 
rgu. | 


find any Thing in theſe that can warrant in ſuch a Pra- 
Tice, and firſt, for that which was given to Peter, in the 
laſt Chapter of the Evangeliſt John, which is three Times 
Tepeated in as 'Many Verſes, and amounts to no more 
than the former, Feed my Lambs, feed my Sheep. | 


8 The Second is that given to the Apoftle Paul by Anani- 
245, ſent from Chriſt, Act, iv. 15. To bear Chriſt's Name 
before the Gentiles, and Kings, and the Children of Iſrael. And 


now upon ſumming up the whole, the Account ſtands. 
clear, That medling with Affairs of State is no where 
'Eontain'd or included in Chriſt's Commiſſion; and as the 


preach 


| Preach the Goſpel, fo we eannot fad: th 


regement to a Practice of chis Nature. 


489 
o nnat fine To thole iſſued 

by the Apoſtles to thoſe Miniſters Ocdain'd by them was 
any larger, but Confin d to Matters purely referring to 
the Spiritual Good of the Church, nd the Members of it. 
How far then have the Clergy of this Age deviated from 


Remark, That their Method and Way of living, an) 
ating, is the Reverſe of hg contain d ia Chriſt's Com- 


their Comm iſſion, many of whoſe Sermons contain more 
Politicks than Goſpel, and ſeem Calculated rather to furniſh 
out a/ States · man, than inſtrud the Audience in the Way 
to Heaven ? 1 ſhall ſnut up this Argument with this one 


miſſion, and is as much a ienzted from his Inſticution, 28 . 3 


the Matter of their Preaching is Foreign to the Original | 


ntent thereof. 


The Second Argument I ſhall, produce is, Thar it is 
altogether dif greeable to Chriſt's Do&tine, My Kingdom 
is not of this World. . 1 


We cam t find one Diſcourſe throughout the New Te. 0 © 
ſtament, wherein Chrift did not preach up a Self-denying F 
Dod reine; nor did he put his Followers upon ſeeking |". 


great Things for themfelves; but on the contrary, when, 
up2n'a Notion the Jews had falſly imbib'd, which the 
Diſciples themſelves could never be Convinc'd to be an 
Error, till after Chriſt's Reſurrection, That the Meſſiah 
ſhould THEN be a mighty Monarch upon Earth; 
Fames and John the Sons of Zebedee put in to be prime Mi- 


niſters of State under his Adminiſtration ; we find whet 
cold Entertainment their Lord and Maſter gives em; 


they are put in mind of a ſuffering, but not a Reigning 


State; and to humble their Pride, together with that 
of the other Ten Diſciples, Chriſt fets this up for a ſtand* | 
ing Law, that it ſhould not be with them 2s among the | 
Heathen, but he that would be great among them was to 
be their Miniſter, in plain Engliſb, a Servart, and not an | 


idle one heither; the Word in the Original denoting the 
greateſt Dilligence, and he that would be chief, as we 
tranſlaie it, to be their Servant, but more properly their 
S'ave, So far was Chriſt's Doctrine from giving Encou- 
3. This 


— 


7 do withit as 
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3. This is not „Tai reeable to his Doctr ige, but un. 
ſuitable to his Practice. Thro' the whole of ſa c Writ, 
we find not any Inftrnce of his aſſuming regal Dignity, 

or that he ever intermedted with the Adminiſtration of 
publick Affairs, nay fo far oppoſite to fuch a Pradtice, 

that he carefully avoided every Opportunity that did pre- 
ſent it ſelf; for no ſooner could the Fews make him a Ten- 
der of cheir Allegiance, as a Temporal Monarch, bur he 
deelines the Throne, withdraws himſelf and his Diſciples, 
and will hear no more abopt it. But what may ſeem moſt 
 ftrange, he who thought no Pains too many, no Labour 
too much, no Fatiguz too great to promote the good of 
Souls, or heal a diſeaſed Body, yet when accofted with 
e relating to the Stare, to which his Wiſdom 
could have given a Solution. with the ſame Eaſe, as his 
Omniſcience did penetrate thro! their capticus and malig. 
* nant Purpoſe, he returns an Anſwer that left em as he 


found em, render to Cæſar the Things that are Caſar's and ro 


God the Things that are God's» As tho' he had ſaid, I will 
have nothing to do with theſe Matters; and when another 
f { deſires him but to ſpeak to his Brother to divide the Inhe- 
ritance with him, he takes him up very fhort, Man, who 
made me a Judge or a Divider over you, Lale 12. and 15. 


: 
„ 


J. This Practice runs counter to ſeveral of Chriſt's In- 
junctions. and the Character of his Diſciples, He tells us, 
they are not of this World, and there fore the World hates 

em, John 15, 19. * 17. and 15. and certainly 

Men, that are not of the World, ſhould have as little to 
; Mbly they can: And in Zuke 9. 594 and 
60 one of his Diſciples makes his Requeſt, when com- 


7 manded by Chriſt to follow him, Tord ſuffer me to go aud 


bur) my Father. One would have thought this if any 


: 6 Thing might have been granted; an Action that 


ſeems to carry in it Piety and filial Duty; but what 
ſays Chriſt ? fer the Dead bury their Dead, but go thou preach 
the Kingdom of God. And to another, at the ſame time, he 


- 
7 
| 
1 


gives a ſevere Repremand who deſit'd leave to take his laſt 
Farewell of thoſe that were at Home at his Houſe ; 10 
| Man having put his Hand to the Plough and looking back is fit 
| fer the Kingdom of God, v. G1. and 62, If thefe Things, 
which with us wonld be thought Commendable and- Ver- 

7 IM x yz S _ _ © cuous 


= 
! 


1 * * L ol 0 n N * 4 * os 
0 - . E t 2 ö o L 's . + * - & 
N — * 1 f m— 
* 1 37 ; 
'# 4 * Ln E : 'S by — b # ® 


tuous avg . ſe wl 
ers of the Goſpel, and by taking upon them that Employ. 
ment had ſhook Hands with the World, we may well con- 
clude, either in Practice or Preaching, to intermeddle with 
Affairs of State, muſt needs be more oppoſed to his Mind 
and Will; for our Saviour ſeems to intimate in this Ex- 
ample, as if thoſe, who thus concerned themielyes about 


worldly Affairs, after their taking upon em the meneſte- 


rial Function, did in effect renounce their Office, and were 
no longer fit to be employ d in the preaching of the Goſpel; 


« Intermedling with Affairs of Stare is not agreable to the 
Practice of the primitive and purer Times of the Goſ; pel. 


When our Saviour was aſcended into Heaven, and the 


Preaching the Goſpel committed to the Apoſtles Care, an 
Occaſion pteſented itſelf in the very Infancy ofthe Church 
ro ſet forth their own Practice and the Duty of all ſuc- 


ceeding Miniſters, in reſpect of ſecular Afflirs: The Caſe | 

is plain, ſome Jarring and Diviſions aroſe about the Diſtri- 
bution of their Alms, the one Party accuſing the other, 
for not taking due Care of their Widdows ; upon this the 
Ciurch is called together, and the Twelve Apoſtles una- | 
nimouſly declare, it was not fit that they ſhould negle& the | 


Preaching of the Goſpel, to mind leſſer Concerns, tho it 


wis an Act of Charity, and that within the Limitis of the 


Church, and having deſir'd the Congregation to chuſ: pro- 


x per Perſons for this Office, they profeſs, That for their 


own Parts, they would give themſelves continual'y to 


Prayer and the Miniſtry of the Word, 4%: 6. Tothe 
| Gooſe Purpoſe, Paul's Advice tg Timothy, I charge thee before | 
God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Preach the Word, be inſtant in | 
eaſon and out of, Seaſy; reprove, Tebuke with all long Suffering | 
5. Doctrine. But this Doctrine will not go down in out 
Days and he that preaches once a Week thinks God and |: 
Man indebted to him, for his indefatigable Pains. How 

cont rary is this to the Practice of the Apoſtles whoſe Con | 

verſation was in Heaven? but that our moderen Cler- 

| ly Things; the firſt 

employ'd in . and the Miniſtry of the Word, but 

e Stare, or what is worſe in ſetting their þ 


gy is on Earth, and they mind Eart 


theſe in ſetling t 


Neighboury together by the Ears, But to return * 
6 8 N ES this 


o ſeverly reprehended in thoſe who werePreachs 
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this Digreſſion, as it wete not the PraQtice of the Apoſtles, 

ſo neither of the Primitive Preachers of the Goſpel. for. 
ſeveral Ages; this being ſo evident from Hiſtory, I ſhall 
refer ſuch as deſire to be more fully ſatisfied thereto, and 


; ＋ 1 


proceed to another Reaſon, via. 


s The Paſtoral Charge is too weighty to admit any o- 


ther Bufineſs to interfere therewith, Paul ſays, 2 Cor. . 5, 


Who is ſufficient for theſe Things, and yet I hope de was as 
well qualifyed as any now are, and as well ableto g o thro 
the Miniſterial Duty. I think none will ſcruple to ac 


knowledge he was a Man of great Learning; 1eiws the 


Roman Governour, though he had roo much, and tells him 
it had made him mad; Ac, 26. 24. and that Paul had the 
Spirit of God is indiſputable, and ſpoke with Tongues 
mare than the reſt of the Apoſtles. Now if Paul thus 
Qualiav?d, who came not ſho:t of the very chief of the Apoſtles, 
complains of his Inſufficiency for ſo great a Task, certajnls 
thoſe who want this extraordinary Endowments, I mea 


his ſupernatural Gifts and Graces, or if they have lome o 


his Gift in kind, and his Graces in reality, yet fall vaſtly 
ſhort in their Degree; 1 ſay, certainly theſe Perſons need 
not the Incumbrance of other Affairs, but rather ſhi u d 
2pply their All to the Miniſterial Office. Having thus gone 
thro' thole Reaſons and Argure >ts which ate drawn from 
the Nature of their Offiice, I ſhall. proceed to the other 
general Head, and thence deduce ſuch Arguments as are 
- ang from the State: The Theſis I ſhall lay down is 
——- ; £ | 


That the Praftice of the Clergy's intermedling with Affairs of 
State is neither convenient nor profitable, but often pernicious and 


_ hurtful thereto, 


That it is not convenient will readily appear from the 
foregoing Arguments; for either they muſt neglect their 


Paſtoral Duty, or iemiſly manage the Affairs of State: 


Bur for ſuch who are not employ'd in Publick Service, to 
what Purpoſe ſhould their Sermons be tuft with Law in. 
ſtead of Goſpel, or why ſneuld the Government be Cate- 
chis'd, and Fg to an Account by theſe Gown Politici- 
zus ? Is this either for the Advantage of the GoyGnment 

8 or 
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or People, who being well inſtruRed in their Duty to: 
wards GOD, would ſtand in no need of Information 
from them, of what Dimenſions their Obedience to their 
Sovereign ought to be? Nor can any great Profit accrue 

by theſe Men to the Government, their Pulpit Diſcourſes 
can produce none, and for their aſſiſtance out of it, the 
Publick ſtands in as little need of it, There are not want- 
ing in any pait of Great B/ itain Men no ways inf eriour to 
the Tribe of Levi, in natural or acquired Abilities, and 
whoſe Converſation and Education among Men inut'd to 
Publick Management, muſt give them the aſcendant over 
others; and as they have Eſtates to feeure to rhemſelves 
and Poſterity, are more likely to be faithful to their Truff, 


Upon the whole, The Clerzy are not more capable of doing 
Good ro the Publick than others, and it would be well if tbair 
Talent did not lie not her way; and as they eonnot do more Good, 


Jo chey are not capable of doing more Miſchief than the Laity: 


That we may therefore ſearch this Matter 82 the Bottom, I ſhall 
under this General Head lay down the folliwing Reaſons, 


Firſt, The Clergy, if diſafected to the Government, have 
greater Opportunities, and can more eaſily inſinuste their 
Notions into the Minds of the People than others have, or 
can do No Doors are fhut upon thele Men, but undey 
Pretence of their Paſtoral Care, they peep into our very 
Cloſets; our Converſation is narrowly inſpected, and our 
natural Temper, or preſent Inclination once diſcover'd 
the remaining part becomes eaſie. Nor is this only an Ad- 
vantage in their private Capacity, but it extends it ſelf 
much father, and the Pulpit it ſelf has the Advantage o- 
ver us: Hence a ſly Serpentine Inſinuation moſt readily 


and unobſerv'd, mix'd with Religious Ma: ter, ſurprizes 


the Minds of People at unawares, and is greedily drunk in 
by them For whilſt others can only perſwade with La- 


bour and Difficulty, theſe Men carry an Authority over 


their Hearers, whereby their Conqueſt is better fecyr.d 
and become more facil, which leads me to a Second Reaſon 
why this Practice is not convenient, vx. : 


Seeondly, The Infinuations of the Clergy are more preva- 
Tent than thoſe of others. This 15 viſible to every obſery- 
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their Prince, and they but the leaft diſguiſed, tis but for 
one of theſe Church Fir -brands, theſe Gown-Inceqdaries 
to dfop a fingle Word, eſpecially from the Pulpit ; and 


* g Eye 4 for, has the People conceiv'd an ill Opinion of 0 


tis enough to blow this Spark of Contention into the Ma-. 


Jevolent Flames of open exclaiming againſt their Rulers, if 
not in a Rupture and Rebellion. Or, is the Prince of an 
aſpiring and Ambitious Mind, tis but ſome condeſcend- 
ing Favour to the Gown or Cloak, and the obliged Party 
will quickly bring over their unthinking Followers to a 
ſuperſtitious Adoration of him, ſo that they will be ready 
to lay down their Necks at the Foot of the inſulting Iy- 
rant, and offer their ſervil Back to any Load he ſhall im- 
poſe upon them Sufficient Proof we had of both theſe in 
the Reign of the late King Fame: Upon his Acceſſion 
to the Throne, having beſtowed Favours on the Gown, 
and us d thoſe Artifices, which with many prov'd too 
violent and pleaſing a Temptation to reſiſt ; how did the 
Pulpits laviſh out their Encomiums on the King 2 How 
were his Vertues, how few or ſmall ſoever, multipiy'd and 
magnify'd to the People, and his Gracious Promiſes, tho” 


if per form'd no more than the SubjeC's due, and what he 
vas obliged by his Coronation O.th. t) perform, repre- 


ſen ed as the moſt unparallel'd Condeſcentions ? His il- 
legal Practices were palliated, and his deſpotick and ar- 
biraty Encioachments upon the People's Rights and Liber- 
ries juſtif d, regulating Corporations, and ſubverting the 


Original Conſtitutions of the Government, were not only 


excus'd, but avowed from the Pu'pit to be the King's 
P retrogatlye. | | | 


Diſpencing with the Laws was not only by the Judges, 
that were pick'd on purpoſe to ſerve the Humour of the 
King allow'd to be lawful. but the Clergy came in for 
their ſhare, and aſſert it for his undoubred Right; tho' 
by ſuch a deſpenſing Power, there was nothing left to the 
Subject that they could call their own. But Liberty and 

Property, which our Glorious Anceſtors handed down 
to us, at the expence of their own Lives, were now given 


up by theſe ſupple and fawning Paraſites, as a Trifle - 


ſcarce worth their Tender, or the King's Acceprance, 


Now 


-_ 
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Now were the People told from the Pulpit, by theſe 
Quack in Divinity as well as Politicks, That Obedience 10 
tbe Will of the Prince, and that without the leaſt reſerye, was 
| the People's indeſpenſible Duty; and if in Conſcience they could 


moe comply with his Commands, as being contrary to tbe Law of 


GOD, yet they muft not reſift his Pleaſure, hut yield a Paſſive, 
where they could not exert an Aft ive Obedience to their Sovereipn. 
But ſome ſoar'd yet higher, and had the Impudence to tell 
their Hearers, The King's Command wat ſufficient to Wirraitt 
therr Obediance, the" che Thing enjoyn'd was e ity 
| by the Law of GOD ; that the King could do no Wrong, and 
was arcountable to none but the King of Heaben. Nor was 
there an end put to this Hererodox Doctrine, till the King- 


dom was at laſt trought to the brink of Ruin. 


Put now let us leave the Gown, to ſee if the Cloke can 
not diſf:mb'e and prevaricate as well as t'other. No ſooner 
was the King ſettled one the Throne, but under the pre- 
tence of Chriſtian Charity, and a tenderneſs for all his 
Fubjects. tho' in reality to oblige the Papiſts, and introduce 
the Romiſh Religion by the ſhorteſt Method, he ſets forth 
by virrue of his diſpenſing Power, which had illegally 
aſſum'd, a Proclam tion for Liberty of Conſcience, thereby 
granted to all Perfwafions whatſoever. This Ccurt Acti- 
fice takes to Admiration ; and tho the Diſſer ting Clergy 
painly ſaw the Foxes Tail inall this pretended .Favour, 
vet net to be behind hand with the King in Gratitude any 


xr ore than Cunning, being glad at any rate to get rid of 


their former Perſecutionss they put the Trumpet to their 
Mouths, and Proclaim, ore plento, his Majeſty's unexem- 
pied Favours. 5 . 
Addreſſes ſtuft with the moſt fulſom Compliments» 
from every Corner of the Kingdom, and all this continued 
tin ſuch time the King pur forth his Hand to vex certain 
of the Church of Ergland ; upon which they change their 
Notes, the Nation is alarm'd with the Church's Danger, 
Haſſive Obedience and Non Reſiſtance Appear in the Field Com- 


plæatiy arm'd with Swords and Muskets ready for the Bat- |} 


tie; and their Diſſenting Brethren, ſcarce ever called ſo 


before or lince, - are invited into the Camp, who as rea- 
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dily comply, and the Conſequence of it proves a Reva: 
ſation : But to paſs on to another Reaſon, 


3 Their Education gives them greater Abilities to de- 
eeive. It can't be deny'd but among the Laity, as is before 
hinted, there are many, tho' but few compar'd with the 
gencrality, not inferiour to the Clergy for Learning or 
Abilities ; but the Clergy have all of them, even the mean- 
©: great Advantage over the moſt part ofthe Populace 
pon theſe accounts and being inftrufted in Sophiſtry in 
the Schools, they ſeldom fai) to put it in conſtant Pra- 
ctice: And this may be obſerv d, the moſt ignorant among 
the Laity are by far the moſt in Number, and as they are 
moſt eaſily impos'd on, ſo they are moſt violent in pur- 
ſuing their Deſigns: ; for tho“ Zeal. without Knowledge 
is not good, yet it is moſt frequent, and hardeſt to be 
reſtrain'd for it breaks forth like Wild-Fire, when, kindled 
by the ſmalleſt Spark, and ſets all Things round about it 
in a Confla gration, | 45 


4 Theſe Men have not only greater Abilities to de? 
ceive, or influence the People; but tis too appatent by 


long Experience, that they uſe much haſer Means to at- 
rain their Purpoſe, by wreſting Scripture to make it agree- 
able to their Mind. To inſtance but in few, how miſera- 
bly has the 13th Rem. been rack'd, and turn d to make it 
ſpake the Language of our Paſſue Obedience Champions; 
and that 1 Pet, 2. 13 and 14, not only for the fame Pur- 
poſe, but to prove Conformity to the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
and the Ceremonies thereof to be an indeſpenſible Duty. 
Submit your ſeluss to every Ordinance of Man for 1be Lord's 


| Sake, whether it be to the King as Supreme ; Or our Governouris 


as unto t hem that are ſent by bim for the Puniſhment of evil 
doers, and for che Praile of them that. do well. And when this 


Text fails to convert the Schiſmaticks, and to bring them 


Mito the Boſom of the Church, then Luke 14. v. 23. Com- 
pel them to come in, muſt warrant, nay, enjoin a Perſecu- 
rion, and Arm the Magifirates Hand againſt them. Now 
theſe Four preceeding Arguments become the more pre» 
velant from the next Reaſon 1 ſhall produce, vix. 
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5. The Vulgar entertain 2 Superſtitions Reverence and 
Eſteem for the Clergy, and account all for the Oracles of 
G0 D, that drops from their Mouths, eſpecially in the 
Pulpit. tg os 

Their ſtrenuous Contentions about Matters they unders 
ſtand nothing off, is Proof ſufficient in this Caſe 5 ſome. 
conform to the Church'eſtabliſh d, becauſe good Men, the 


Pa ſtors, were it not Orthordox, would never do it; 


ſafely they were wiſer than we, what were chey bred at 


the Univerſity for, & c. Such Arguments theſe Diſpu- 
tants bring for their oun Practice, whilſt another Party 
diſſent upon as good Grounds as theſe conform, and pro. 
duce as weighty Arguments: But not to ſpend longer 


Time upon a Thing ſelf evident, I ſhall ptoceed to a 
„ BST 4 te 1; £ raed £9 TIS 

The Clergy abound with indigent Perſons; of reſilefs 
and uneaſie Minds, who are more violentiy ſet to compas 
their Deſigns than the Laityj are. The firſt Patt of this 
Reaſon is too palpable and ſelf evident, #nd the more is the 


Pity it ſhouſd beſo. Indigence and Want are always the 
Parent of Uneaſineſs and Diſquietitude:; ?tis natural to 


Perſons under ſtreig ht and diffculy : . Thus, having no 
other way left to help themſelves, no wonder if they are 
hurry'd on with impetuoſity to an accompliſhment of what 
ſoever they Deſign, . Want leading the way before them, 
and Fear. Avarice and Ambition following cloſe behind, 


puſhing forward with the greateſt Violence. But not to 


weary out the Reader upon this Head, I ſhall proceed to 
ive my laſt Reaſon why it is dangerous to the State, to 

permit the Clergy to intermeddle with the Affairs of Stare, 

Namely /, d W ae 


7. That the Clergy are frequently the cauſe of Animo- 
ſities and Diviſions amongſt che People; tho this was laid 
down as a Cenſequerce, I ſhall here add it as a cogenc 
Argument, wherein the State is principally concern'd. 
This, tho' it be a true. cennot be other than an ung reat- 
ful T heme, It affords indeed a large Field to expatiate in, 
but that full of the ſcratching Briars of ö 
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And ſo deſiring the Courteous Reader to Took to himſelf, 
I hall lay down fome few Inftances, and then draw to a 
Concluſion of this Treatiſe, But here I ſhall neither wan. 
der far Abroad, nor revive thoſe Things thar are long 
ſince bury'd in Oblivion, but confine my ſelf to a narrow 
Compaſs. And, 


Firſt, What was it, if not the Clergy, who introdu- 
Cing the Spaniſh Inquiſition into the Low Countries, ſo ex- 
aſperared the People, that at laſt the united Provinces 
were loſt too, and rent from the Spaniſh Monarchy ; and 
that wiſe State ever ſince being taught by woeful Experi- 
ence, how dangerous tis for the Clergy but to whiſper any 


Thing of State Affairs, upon ſuch a Fault, preſenting 


them a pair of Shoes and a Staff, and ſend them for ever 
packing from their Territories. But-to come Home, what 
was it that bred the Diſcord betwixt King Charles]. .and 


his Parliament and People, but Laud, Maxparing, and 


ſome other High Flo wn Parſons of that Age, who huriy'd 
him on in illegal Practices, which at laſt broug ht him to 
the Scaffold? 1 Sp np 


Who but the Clergy were the adviſers and Promoters 
of thofe illegal and Pernicious High Commiſſion and Star 
Courts? Who but the Clergy were rhe Authors of the 
Lambeth Canons, wherein they took upon them to exerciſe 
not only Spiritual, but Temporal JuriſdiQion, inter- 
medling with Men's Eſtates, and raiſing Money without 
conſent of Parlialment? Who but theſe adviſed that 
faral Impoſition of Ship Money, which at laſt ended in 
the Ruin af that unhappy Monaich ? Who but the Clergy 

mage the King Deaf to all Reaſon, till at laſt no Reaſon 
wou'd be heard by his Victorious Enemies? By whoſe 
Advice butthe Clergy's, were Epiſcopacy and a Liturgy 
impos d on Scotland, once and again, till at laſt there was 
no Remedy; but that Warlike People, Jealous of their 
Kirk, were imbitter d and arm'd againſt him? 


And as it was thus in the Reign of King Charles I. ſo in 
his Son's Days; and upon the ſame Occaſions-was that 
Nation by the intermedling of the Clergy involv'd in 
Blood and Ruin. | pint 5 TT 
| | | Epiſ- 
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Epiſcopacy was again obtruded on that Nation; and 
Uniofrmity and Conformiy, with Rig our exacted from them; 
the French Maxim of Dragooning was put in Practice to 
make Proſelites to the Church of England ; tho* that King- 
dom being altogether at that Time independent of Eng- 
lena, might by the ſame Rule have impos'd Preite on 
us. Tis true, both Nations where under one Monarch, 
but tis as true, they were two diftin& People, and each 
govern'd by Laws of their own ; and the King as much 
oblig'd to maintain Presbytery in Scotland by the Oath he 
had chere taken, at his Coronation, as he was bound by the 
like Oath in Ergland to ſupport Epiſcopacy. Theſe hooted 
Apoſtles where the Perſons, who by Epiſcopal Blows and 
Knocks where to inform their Diſciples at the expence of 
eheir Brains, and prov'd their Miſſion ro be Cononiccal, by 
plundering thoſe who would not Coaform, and living up 
on the oppireſs'd Inhabitants at Diſcretion, ſeldom leaving 
them till they had nothing left. Twas then a deadly Sin i 
Scotland to worſhip God out of the preſcribed From; an | 
thoſe who were found in this rebellious Practice, if they 
could not preſerve themſelves by Force or Flight, were 
either ſacrific'd upon the Spot, or preſerv'd for ſeverer 
Puniſhments ; and all this to fatisfie the Bigottry of « | 
Prince, who was led by the pernicious Council and Di. 


rections of an intolerable and ambitious Clrgy. 


But whilſt Things were thus exrryed in Scotland. let us 
ſee how much better it was here in England. The Diffnters 
met with little kindred Treatment, and Compel them co 
come in was put in Execution with a Vengeance, Fines 
and Imprifonment were the demonſtrative Arguments of 
the contrary Faction; every Pulpit was a Drum Eccleſia- 

tic, or if any were fil}'d by Perſons of better Principles, 
they were ſure to ſhare in the Cup of Affliction with their 
Difſenting Brethren. Almoſt evry Pariſh Prieſt was an In- 
former, the Spiritual Courts where overburthen'a with 
Buſinels, and the Secular Magiſtrates call'd in to their aſ- 
ſiſtanee. Then it was that a glorious Harveſt of Profit 
Was gathered by the Prieſts, while che Goals were crowd - 
ed with innocent Perſons, and their Goods and Houſes be- 
came a Spoil to the Oppreſſor: Many were forc d to 725 
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for Refuge in Foreing Parts, and others expos'd at Home 


dy Want and Hardſhips in ſtinking and noiſom Priſons, 


Then'it was that Plots were laid to cut off the very Flow - 
er of our Nobility, and the Choiceſt Gentry of the King- 
dome were made Victims; and to this Day we deplore the 


Loſs and Murder of Ruſſel, Eſer, Armſtrong, Corniſh, Godfrey, 


and m others, who were butcher'd, ſome by form of 


la, which is the blackeft Villany, and others by Af- 
| faffination; God knows whoſe Hands imbiued in their 


innocent Blood: This is certaine, the Clergy juſtify'd the 
Proceedings; and if they did not Adviſe; yet they co- 
cur'd with the Meaſures that were taken, and ſpoke whats» 


ever was 2greeable pleaſing to a prevailing Party. Nothing 


was then to be heard but abſolure Submiſſion to t he Will 
of the Prince; and Anathema's thunder'd our againſt all 
who would not concur both in Religion and Politicks. 


Then it was, the ſerious Preachers of the Goſple who 
.could not give in with theſe Meaſures, were not only Brow 
beaten, but harraſs d with Citations and vexatious Pro- 
ſecutions in the Fccleſiaſtical Courts, often to the yndoing 


of their Families; and they themſelves oblig d ſometimes 


Publickly in their Sermans to recant, what they had before 
prezch'd, tho never ſo true, to prevent Starving and 
further Trouble, it being then frequent, for ſueh as re- 
fus' d a Recantation, to be ſuſpended not only from their 
Places; ſo that they were brought to this wretched Dilem- 
ma, either to ſee their Families periſh for want of Bread, 


or prevaricate with God and Mans by lying openly again 
their own Confciences, This double dealing ad flutuating 


of theClergy,was no ſmall Scandal to the Laity, and brought 
them into the loweft Contempt with thir Aditories, driving 
ſuch, as had more Judgment and Conſcience from the Eſta- 


blifh'd Church, to ſeek for Teachers, who were more ſttad- 
faſt in their Opinions, And as by theſe Methods manyMem< 


bers were loſt to the Church, ſo more Hearts were loſt 
unto the King thereby; for nor only thoſe who went ff 
from che Eſtabliſh'd Church, grew cool in their Affections 
to their Prince; but many who {till continued in the 
Church, knowing ſuch Violences were unſctiptural and 


irreligious, and pittying the weakneſe of thoſe Clergy... 


Men who thus prevaticated, and became a ſrumbling 
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Block to all good Men; and at the ſame Time being juſtly 
Incenſed at the Inſolence and Violence of the hi gh flown 
Clergy, begin to entertain jealous Thoughts of theit So- 
vereign, who every Day ſank lower in their Eſteem and 
Affections. And had there not been ground to expect 
worſe, if that could well be without an Inundation of 
Popery, becauſe the Heir apparent of the Crown was a 
profeſt Roman Ca bolick; he had ſunk lower ſtill. And as 
This drove many from the eſtabliſh'd Church, fo it led many 
others in practical Atheiſm, or into Popery ; believing 


all Rel gion to be 2 Political Sham, to awe the World into 


Obedience; or that if Salvation was to be found in any 
Perſwaſion, it could not be in that. whoſe Profeſſors were 
ſo ineonſiſtent with themſelves; theſe were the Glorious 
Fruies of Political Diyinity in that Princes Reign, wheres 
by G OD was diſhonour'd, Religion depreciated, and the 
Subjects alienated in their Affe kions from theit Sove- 
xeign. % : Sf 4 


But to come yet nearer to our Times, as it is before 
prov'd in the 24 Argument, how the Clergy acted in re- 


lation to that deluded Prince King Fames Il. So now let 


us ſee how they b-hav'd themſelves towards the New So- 
vereign, after a Revolution, and what the Effects of their 
Behaviour were Here we ſhall fixd them ſtill the ſame, 
and tho they often change their Tales, they are no Chang- 
lings in their Manners. No ſooner is their Allegiance 
requir'd to a New Sovereign, but ſome of them finding 
Hopes defated, as Jert beam and the Ten Tribes, tho' not 
upon ſo good and juſtifiable Grounds, blow a Retreat. What 
Portion Have we in David, or what Inheritance in the Son of Jeſſe? 
Every Mon 10 his Tents, O Iſrael ! What have we to do witha 
Revolu ion, or with the Prince of ORANGE, ſo long 


as our Old Maſter is alive? This was the Language of 


choſe Gentlemen; and what a Diviſion did they make a“ 


mongſt the People ? What Troubles and Diſapoint ments 


did they procure to out Glorious Deliverer? How many 
Plots and Contriyances were laid againſt his Life and Go- 
vernment ? But amonaſt the reſt of thoſe Diabolical At- 
rempts that were made againſt his Perſon, that baſe and 
barbarous Aſſa ſſinat ion Plot, ſhall be a Ranging Blot and 
Badge of Infamy on chat dating and proffi gate n 
l ing 


juſtly 
flown 
it So- 
1 and 
xpect 
on of 
Was a 
nd ad 
nany 
ving 
into 
any 
were 
rious 
ne re⸗ 
the 
Ove- 


fore 
le- 


ler 


So- 
their 
ame, 
ang - 
ance 
ding 

not 
Vhat 


Jeſſe ? 
ith a 
long 
e of 
te 2* 
ents 
jan 

60. 
At- 
and 
and 
v7 ho 


eing 


(23) | 
being encourag'd by the Clergy of that Faction, ſtuck at 


nothing to accompliſh their Deſigns. | heh 


Now to Conclude, What but the Clergy let this Nation 
on a Flame in the late Reign: When that pityful and 
inconſiderable Tool of a Party, Sacheverel, was for his un- 
parall'd Impudence impeach'd by the Houſe of Commong, 
and condemn'd by the Zouſe of Lords? But the Conſequen- 
ces are too many, and too recant to need a Recapitulation 
the Effects thereof are ſtill increaſing, and after all the 
demeaning Speeches againſt his preſent Majeſty whi ſt E: 
lector, tho declar'd Heir apparent by the Legiſlative Pow- 
er of the Nation more than once; the late Rice and Mur- 
der at Briſtol are fieſh Indication of the pernicicus Con- 
{quences of ſuch kind of Preaching. 


But tho' Things have been carryed to 2 greater height 
in that City, yet Inflances are not wanting in this Me- 
rropolis ; but hoping the Venom of this Conragion may 
have well nigh, if not altogether ſpent it ſelf in theſe late 

Tumults; and that the like Practice of the Clergy may be. 
for the future reſtrain'd, I ſhall ſubjoin no more, bur lexve 
it to every Rational Man's Conſideration, how nec:ſſiry it 
is upon alli theſe Accounts to paſs an Act to inczpacitate 
the Clergy of what Deromination ſo ever, From intermeł- 
ung with the AFFAIRS of STATE. 
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